
Foot of Little Street, Long the
Haunt of River Pirates,

to Be Closed.

Federal Authorities Obliged to Ask It
as a Protection to the Navy
. Yard.

GOVERNMENT PROPERTY NOT SAFE.

Buildings Looted, Sailors Made Drunk and
Robbed, Bad Whisky Peddled and

Valuables Taken from Corpses
Floating in East River.

A gang of river thieves, one of the worst
of the many which have infested the water
front of the metropolis, will be broken up
when the foot of Little street, in KrooUjn,is closed and made part of the Navy lard.
Maybr Wurster and Citjr Work Commls-

sionf-r Willis have agreed with the officials
of the Navy Department that the street
frr.ii the East River to Marshall street, a

dl .tance of fifty feet, shall be closed and
t\ mod over to the Navy Yard authorities.
/.II that is necessary to complete the trans-

er is for the Legislature to cede Jurisdiction
o the United States.
The Federal Government has promised, in

return for this concession, to have the north
easterly end of the cob dock at the Navy
Yard cut off and the channel leading into
the Wallabout Market straightened and

dredged at its expense.
The foot of Little street has long been the

seat of operations for a gang which has ter¬
rorized the boatmen along the water front
and kept the Navy Yard authorities In a con¬

stant state of apprehension of serious loss.
Little street Is one of the narrow, dirty

streets In the lower Fifth Ward. It is only
five blocks long, extending from the river to

Evans street. The Intersecting streets are

also narrow and short, and a stranger is
sure to lose his way if he attempts to pene¬
trate into this section of the city.
The foot of the street is unlighted at night

and ends abruptly on the sea wall. I here
is no dock and no railing or guard chain to

keep one from falling overboard. On one

side is the great, high wall surrounding the
Navy Yord; on the other a dilapidated and
untenanted building.
The neighborhood is not considered a good

one. The young toughs for blocks around
gathes there at night, send out for buckets
of beer and carouse to their hearts' content.
V policeman may occasionally be seen In the
elghborhood in the day time, but never at
ght.

THE PLACE HAS A BAD NAME.
The gang holds forth in the neighboring

saloons In York street and Hudson avenue

In the daytime and In bad weather. At al.
other times, they may be found in or about
the foot of this deserted street.
The officers of the Navy Yard say that

the Little street gang, as it is known,
would stop at nothing to secure plunder.
Instances by the score are related of how
sailors have been made drunk and then
robbed, either within the shadow of the
Navy lard gate or further down In dark

Lltn'SS?rs of the gang seem to oon-
their particular prey,

property belonging to the Goverti-,
, legitimate plunder. Men have been

assaulted and robbed and left lying
wounded on the street, or put,^ ted In
one of the neighboring satV.rs boardinghouses. It is not improbable that niuraer
has been done In this dark street, or that
drunken men have been pushed overboard
after having been robbed. ,~.aWhenever ships of the navy are moored

«v"enlnw - ^"We.

b°Th*pre would usually be two men to a

S'kw'W c«So' X,i
in as close as possiblevto the slde of any

tl°onbyV^ty would1 be opened up with
the saiJ^DLINQ ILUCIT WHISKEY.

Sailors in the navy know well of the
justness done by the gang, and the thirsty
,nes, restricted to their ship for bad con-

uet ashore, watch for a chance to open up
\Tiimnuioation with the small boats.
When the vigilance of tlie ship's officers
slaved for a moment Jack will slip a

n '.nto a small bag, tie aT®V]?Di e°fl shUigow the line overboard. It Is like nsning,?f undetected by the officers it to sure
¦itchli.<r something. The end of the
^ is picX'id up bv the members of the
who take out the coin and tie a flasiv

.vhiskey to the end of the string, drop-
,lg It overboard agtJn. The sailor mere.

v awaits his opportum'.v, raises his line,
and nroceeds to till up Ou what is particu-

- the «most «£lanee twenty or thirty of the men will get
Ikiuor from this source and became like
madmen They invariably wind up In the
ship's bi'ng to "repent of their misdeeds.
Peddling moonshine whtokey is not he

.ole oeeuuation ot these river pirates. 1 heywill steaTauy thing they can get their hands
on The Navy Yard is Invaded at night
by way of the" water front and brass cast¬
ings. lead pipe and pieces of machlnerj
ai\nother Industry of the gang is the pick¬
ing up and robbing of bodies of drowned
persona. The tides create a strong eddy in
the East River and Wallabout Lasin and
many bodies are brought to the surface.
A close watch is kept by the ghouls, who

drag a body Into a boat, search it for val¬
uables and then cast It overboard again.
Not a single lustance is related of the gang
picking up a body and turning it over to
the police or notifying the Coroner. It is
too risky for them.

LOOTED A WAREHOUSE.
Members of the Little street gang climbed

over the Navy Yard wall about two years
ago and, cutting a hole in the roof of one
or th# warehouse buildings, near the coal
dock, entered It and carried away thou¬
sands of pounds of white, leud and other
paints stored there.

. .The warehouse buildings extend back to
the boundary wall, which is thirty feet
high at that point, being specially de¬
signed to keep out just such marauders.
Afl the thieves' had to do after reaching the
top of the wall was to walk over the roofs
of the buildings and select a spot to cut
through.

, ,There were armed sentries pacing up and
down in front of the warehouse, but they
neither saw nor heard anything or the
thieves, and the robbery was not discov-
eled until the next day.
Some of the gang occasionally get Into
laymond Street Jail "for unprofessionalconduct," as the sailors say. This means
that they have held up and robbed a
landsman on some of the more frequented
streets and been caught.
In the old days when crews of ships home

from foreign stations were always paid off
for their three years' sen-ice at the NavyYard the gang reaped a rich harve-st.
After one of these pay days they would
round up thirty or forty drunken sailors
and rob them of all their hard-earned sav-
\ngm. Homeward-bound sailors were «s-

tlmated by the gang to be worth $400 each
to them.

PROTECTION FOR THE SAILORS.
So many sailors were robbed outside the

gate that the Navy Yard officials devised a

scheme to protect the sailors. After they
were paid off on the receiving ship they
were put 011 one of the yard tugs and
brought to fhis city. They would be landed
at some pier on the North or East River
where they would have a chnnco to escape
from the sharks.
Fewer sailors have been paid off here

in late years, but the industry of robbing
rhem has still been considered a thriving
one. Sailors are "good losers," and rarely
complain to the police.
When Little street Is Included In the

Government reservation a high wall will
be built across it at Marshall street, and
all access to the river at that point cut off.
The Navy Yard officials are sure that the
closing or the street and the removal of the
main gate of the Navy Yaftl to Sands
street will break' up the gang and prove a
great blessing.

ALLISON BOOM LAUNCHED.
It Is Young and Feeble Yet, but Its Pro-

moter Believes That It Will
Gain Strength Rapidly.

An Allison boom has been launched in
Brooklyn. It Is small and modest. The
men back of It, however, say it may be
likened to the little acorn which became a

sturdy oak.
The movement In favor of Iowa's popu-1

lar statesman was started Saturday night
at the home of Lewis Hilcken, No. 593
Greene avenue. Mr. Hilcken is young,
handsome, and fairly bubbles over with
enthusiasm. He came to the conclusion
Thursday last that the politicians had
been managing affairs long enough.
"Politicians, aside!" he exclaimed. "Make

way for the people."
Forthwith he sat down and Invited

friends of Senator Allison to rally at his
house Saturday night and organize an Alli¬
son club. The outpouring was not tre-1
mendous, however. * Three neat, spruce
young men rallied around the chandelier In
Mr. Hilcken's parlor and started in to
make history.
Mr. Hilcken called the assemblage to

order and explained the object of the
gathering. The audience was not as large
he had hoped for, but he reminded his as¬
sociates that the mightiest movements
which had altered ma*^s and changed history
had begun in an humble way. The Allison
movement would spread until It landed the
Senator In the White HouseJ
Expressions of opinion were called for,

and two of Mr. Hilcken's associates In-
dorsed what their colleague had said, and
concluded with eulogies of Iowa's favorite
son.
The other man cried out: "What's the

matter with Harrison?" Profound silence
followed.
Mr. Hilcken then opened a plush box

and announced that he had one hundred
Allison buttons. He gave one to each of his
guests and fastened one on his own coat.
The Allisonites and the obstreperous Har¬

rison man then marched to the dining
room and enjoyed a delightful collation.
The club will meet again as soon as

Mr. Hilcken has distributed enough but-1
tuns to insure a larger gathering.

NOVEL BICYCLE EVENTS.

Races of a Unique Order Witnessed by a

Large Audience at the Old Armory
in Brooklyn.

Brooklyn society people turned out In
large numbers on Saturday night to wit¬
ness the races of the Cycle Club, which
were held In the old armory on Hanson
place. The armory was handsomely dec-
orated with flags of different nations, while
hundreds of electric lights made the place
as bright as day. 1

About sixty men and women took part
in the music ride, which was led by Miss
Gwendolyn Blnns and Mr. George K. Jar-
vis. They occupied the floor for about
twenty minutes, when the first race of the
night took place. This was the coasting
race, and had fire starters. It was won
by Andrew Peters, with a coast of 868
feet, with James F. Fuller, the ex-chairman
of the Republican County Committee, sec¬
ond, with a coast of 828 feet.
The next event on the evening's pro¬

gramme ^as the bottle race, which was a

nlghly atfrasing affair. The riders, who
numbered ten of the oldest members of the
club, had to wend their way through nu¬
merous wooden bottles. Hardly a con¬
testant went around the ring before he
came to earth. The race was finally won
by George K. Jarvls. Time.2:20. Gra¬
ham Klandy finished second, 2Mi seconds be-
hind the winner.
The last event was the combination race.

In this there were five entries, and each
had to make the circuit of the track six
times on his wheel, and after e&ch lap
dismount and run 100 yards. This race
resulted in a close finish between George
K. Jarvls and Jack Wilson, who finished
in the order named, with only a wheel's
difference between thenu

WORKED IN A GOLD MINE.

Linberg Thought So and Sold the Metal,
but It Belonged to His Employer

and He Was Arrested.

The Brooklyn Watch Case Company has
been robbed systematically for the past
five months. During that time something
iike $1,000 worth of gold dust, filings and
polish has disappeared from the works at
Warren street and Fourth avenue.
Albert Linberg, twenty-five years old, of

No. 454 Third avenue, and his brother,
George Linberg, aged thirty-one years, of
No. 342 Second street, were arrested !sat-
urday night for complicity in the crime.
Superintendent Louis Connit was the com¬
plainant.
The company employs a large number of

men, and a fortune in gold passes through
their hands annually. Every pennyweight
of gold which enters or leaves the factory
is carefully weighed and recorded.
In making the cases and polishing them

a great deal of gold filings and dust drop
on the benches and floors. They are care¬
fully swept up with the dust and melted
again. It was noticed lately that the quan¬
tity was not as great as formerly, and a
close watch was set on the employes.Suspicion finally, fell on Albert Linberg,who was employed In the polishing room.
Saturday evening he was caught fumbling
suspiciously in his coat pockets. Mr. Con¬
nit notified Captain Campbell, and he sent
Detectives Kelly and Scanlon to the fac¬
tory, who arrested Linberg.
When brought to the Bergen Street Sta¬

tion he was searched and a tin cocoa box,
filled with a muddy substance, was found
in his pocket. Inspection showed that Itws'b mixed with gold dust. Mr. Connit said
there was nearly fifteen pennyweights of
gold in the small mass, valued at $15.
The prisoner finally admitted that he had

been acting dishonestly and said he had
taken probably $1,000 worth of gold dust
and polish in five months. He gave it to a
professional assayer, who melted It down
and paid cash for what he bought.
At first he refused to tell who ho

meant, but after awhile he accused his
brother, George Linberg, a watch case
maker. He alleged that George received
the stuff and sold it to an assayer. George
was arrested at midnight at his home. He
said he knew nothing about his brother.
The prisoners will be arraigned in the

Butler Street Court to-day.
Died While Going: to Church.

Mrs. Elizabeth Larsen, fifty years old, of
No. 416 Smith stieet, Brooklyn, started for
church yesterday afternoon. She became
111 on Luquer street and was taken to a
drug store, where she died. The body was
removed to her late residence. Dr. Wills,
of No. 410 Clinton street, who was called
in, said the woman had died of heart
disease. \

Smtuhed a Window in Disgusi.
Timothy McGarry, a hatter, of Newark,

N. J., with two other men, entered August
Reese's grocery store, at No. 607 Park ave¬
nue, Williamsburg, yesterday morning, and
demanded a drink. Reese told them that
he didn't keep a saloon anil when the mon
got out upon the sidewalk McGarry took
the cover of a milk can and hurled It
through a large window. H» was arrested
and will be arraigned to-day for trial in the
Lee Avenue Police Court <

MORTON'S BOOM WILL
GO WEST ON WHEELS,

Aldermen Clark Organizes a

Cycle Legion in the Inter-'
est of the Governor.

Kings County Delegates and Other
Boomers Will Leave Brooklyn on

June 1, on Bicycles.
WILL MEET OTHERS ON THE ROA[>.

Members of the Legion Are Enthusiastic
Over the Proposed Trip and Will Go

into Training.Do Not Fear
McKinley Tacks.

It Is Indeed astounding to contemplate
the varied and unlimited purposes the aver¬

age bicycle can be made to serve besides
that of affording mere recreation and health¬
ful exercise, for which It was obviously in¬
vented. Certain business concerns now em¬

ploy "bikes" to advertise and boom their
wares in place of less economical methods.

MAIMED AND BRUISED
B» IBOLLEV CADS,

Chapter of Accidents in Which
the Victims Have Been

Seriously Injured,
f .-.

Brooklyn Cars Are Still Being Run
with Ruthless Disregard of

Speed Regulations.
AMBULANCES IN CONSTANT DEMAND.

One Car Run at Night with the Headlight
Attached to the Rear and the Gong

Was Not Sounded.Some of
the Rec*nt Casualties.

The trolley railroad companies are run¬

ning their cars, without regard to the speed
ordinance, and no one interferes with them.
The result Is that accidents occur day and
night. Cars are run along Bergen street,
/"ulton street and Fifth avenue at a fif¬
teen and eighteen mile rate.
Louis F. Hein, forty-two years old, of

Joseph R. Glatk.
The Brooklyn, Alderman, who has organized the "Morton Cycle Leg-Ion,"

which will go to St. Louis on wheels in the Interest of the Governor's Pres¬
idential boom. A uniform will be adopted, and a goodly army on wheels
will go with him.

Their advantage over the horse In war¬

fare, especially where certain tactics are

to be pursued, has been acknowledged by
military experts, and they are now in use

In riiost civilized governments for this pur¬
pose almost exclusively. They have suc¬

ceeded the horse in our mail and police
service in many instances; pedlers, too, find
It more convenient and cheaper to straddle
a bicycle and dispose of their merchandise
thus than lug a much more expensive horse
and wagon outfit around the country. In
fact, there is hardly anything one can think
of for which a bicycle cannot be used, and
most advantageously.
But few.even those with the most vivid

and versatile minda.it is quite safe to say,
would think of its being used as a most

ingenious and clever means for Morning the

candidacy of a probable Presidential candi¬
date. This idea is the sole right of Alder¬
man Joseph R. Clark, a Kings County dele¬
gate to the National Republican Conven¬
tion, and a red-hot, deejj-tlyed Morton man.

It is Alderman Clark's^ bright mind that
has been first to hit upon this brilliant
idea and unique "booming device," and am¬

ple warning will be given to McKinley-
ites, Reedites and other "ltes," with Pres¬
idential bees in their head pieces, not to
copy the same.
However,1 like all great men who think

out bright things and ideas, Alderman
Clark is extremely modest and backward
in assuming the responsibility for this
latest of novel schemes, which the bicycle
Makes possible, to be successfully worked.
While he admits that he Is the originator
of it, he, however, adds that Assembly¬
man Brennan has had much to do with
Its evolution into something more tangible
than mere talk.
However that may be, neither disputes

the other's claims to priority so it is best
to leave It go at that. As to the "booming
scheme" and what connection the bicycle
has with It, Alderman Clark explains It
thus:
He ia now organizing a club among the

Kings County delegates to «.he National
Republican Convention, and among those
who will attend anyway. Tfie club will be
known as the "Morton ,Cycle Legion."
Those who at the present time are not ac¬
quainted with the delicp.te art of propel¬
ling a "bike" are expect* d to learn In time
to Join the procession be tore it departs for
St. Louis. The entire journey will be made
on the wheel, and, of course, the mem¬
bers of this odd cyclic g organization are
requested to 'train for the drastic work
that will be asked of them to perform.
Late hours and over-ln«iu!gence in the am¬
ber fluid is prohibited.
Besides helping to boom a good man

along, the advantages and benefits it offers
are these: a pleasant time, good, healthful
exercise and cheap t ansportation. That
Is a torse outline of the "Morton Cycling
Legion's" object.

Boy Accuse i of Theft.
Thomas Moloney, el ,2ven years old, whose

parents live at N<- . 102 North Seventh
street, Williamsburg , was arraigned yester¬
day In the Lee A- /enue Police Court 011

complaint of Mr 3. Emma Razzak, who
conducts a small < andy and cigar store at
No. 98 North Elg ath street. She charged
the boy with stc 'ling seventy-five cents
from the money & awer. At the time of
the theft, Mrs. Raz ak was In a room back
of the store, when she heard a noise and
saw the boy runnln out. Mrs. Razzak pur¬
sued him aud shout d "Police!" as she ran.
Her cries attracted a policeman nttached to
the Bedford Aven' e Station, who arrested
Maloney. The ce e was adjourned until
to-day.

No. 166 President street, went for a drive
through Prospect Park yesterday afternoon.
He took with him his two little daughters,
Anna, ten years old, and Alma, five years
old.
Heln was returning toi his home by way

of Third street, and had just reached Fifth
avenue, when he saw trolley car No. 40,
of the Nassau Company, rushing down
Fifth avenue. He tried to get out of the
way, but was unable to clear the track in
time.
The car struck the carriage, overturning

it, and throwing all its occupants into the
street. Heln struck on his head, which
was badly cut. His legs were pinned be¬
neath the wagon and badly bruised. Little
Anna's arms were cut and bruised and her
wrist was sprained. The younger child,
Alma, was bruised about the body.
An ambulance was summoned from the

Teney Hospital and the Injured persons
removed thither. Afterward they were
taken to their home in the ambulance.
One o£ the Bergen street cars whirled

along that thoroughfare Saturday night
With the headlight on the rear dashboard
and with a silent gong. Delia Stephenson,
sixteen years old, of No. 108A Dtica ave¬

nue, who was crossing the street near her
home, was knocked down. Her head struck
the pavement, but the fender saved her
from being crushed. Her scalp was cut
and her body bruised. An ambulance sur¬

geon from St. Mary's Hospital dressed
Miss Stephenson's wounds and took her
home.
William Helmke, a boy, of No. 221

Maujer street, was run down by car No.
4110, of the Meeker avenue line, yesterday
and badly cut about the head.
Car No. 125, of the Fulton street line, ran

into a newspaper wagon owned by Charles
HLnee & Son, of No. 139 Mofct street, New
York, at Saratoga avenue and Fulton street,
early yesterday morning. The wagon was
wrecked and the papers scattered over the
street. tfHe driver escaped without Injury.
No arrests were mad^.
I>r. E. F. Lindrldge, of Washington Park,

has not yet recovered from the effects of
the trolley accident which occurred to him
while he was going to see a patient three
weeks ago. His carriage was struck by a
trolley car and the horses have not yet
reoovered.

Thrown from His Wosron.
Edward Banard, a driver of an ice-cream

wagon, was severely cut and bruised yes¬
terday by being thrown from bis wagon
at Reed and Putnam avenues, Williams¬
burg, the horse having run away. Ambu¬
lance Surgeon Keegan, of the St. Cathe¬
rine's Hospital, dressed Barnard's injuries,
and he was taken to his home, No. 9;S9
Jefferson' avenue. The herse was stopped
before any damage had been done to the
vehicle

John Ratchford Stabbed.
John Ratchford, a plumber, twenty years

old, of No. 36 South Fifth street, Williams¬
burg, and James Munclnsky, a Pole, got
into a quarrel at midnight Saturday in
Bennet Kahn's saloofa, at No. 231 Kent ave¬
nue, over the payment for a drink. When
the two men reached the strfeet Mun¬
clnsky drew a knife and stabbed Ratch¬
ford in the left breast and arm. He then
ran away and is still at liberty. An am¬
bulance surgeon dressed Ilatchfo rd's
wound*. '

CHANGES 11IHE
ELECTION UWS,

The Brooklyn Board of Elections
Has a Bill Which Mr.

Raines Approves.
It Means the Abolishment of "Per¬

sonal Identification" and Sim¬
plifies Voting.

IT WILL REPEAL ALL OLD LAWS.

The Aim Is to Make the Voting and the
Counting of Votes Simpler and

Quicker.Indications That It
Will Pass the Legislature.

'Several important changes In the exist¬
ing election laws are embodied in a bill
Introduced by Senator Raines, now before
the Senate, which was suggested, in the
main, by the Brooklyn Board of Elections.
Commissioners Erregger, Moulton and Blair
and Chief Clerk ^ an Deusen hare made
several trips to Albany lately, and the bill
now in the Senate is the result of a num¬
ber of consultations they have held with
Mr. Raines.

I he main features to be changed are the
time the polls are to be opened, the abol¬
ishment of the "personal identification"
system of registration, and the simplifica¬
tion of 'the voting and the canvassing.
The number of officials in each election

district will be reduced from twelve to
eight, and the duty of registering placed
upon the Inspectors of election. The "oral
count," which was the cause of so much
delay In districts either heavily Democratic
or heavily Republican is also abolished.
A Journal reporter called at the Brooklyn

Board of Elections, No. 19 Smith street,
yesterday and saw Commissioners Erregger
and Moulton, who explained what the
chlJmges meant. The Commissioners said:
"The general feature is to make the law

uniform throughout the State and to repeal
all old laws, extending back as far as 1842,
some wholly and some in sections. It is
practically a substitute for all laws in ex¬

istence In the State.
"Our aim Is to make the voting and the

counting of the votes simpler and quicker.
The most important change to the voter
has been the simplification of the method
of .voting and to the canvasser, of can¬

vassing. According to the change, if the
person wishes to vote a straight ticket he
makes a cross in the circle at the head of
the column; if he wants to divide his vote
among several parties he omits the cross

in the circle at the top and puts a cross

opposite the name of the candidate. Last
year the law allowed them to do either
way. This method simplifies by confining
the voting to two ways. This Is by far
the most important amendment proposed
relating to the voter.
"The next most Important amendment Is

on the question of canvassing the votes.
That, by the proposed law, Is systematized
In such a manner that the canvass will be
very much easier, and the duties of the
canvasser will be lighter than they were

under the old law. Last year's method J
was difficult to understand, and a variety
of Questions came up and delayed the can¬

vassers, so that a great many of them be¬
came tired of the work and gave it up in

disgust; but we think these difficulties have
been obviated so that this year they will
have much easier work if the bill goes
through.
"In regard to the election of officials at

the polls, the law has been changed in
this respect: While last year's canvassers

alone were exempt from jury duty, the
present law proposes to exempt all elec¬
tion officials from jury duty. Heretofore
we have had twelve officials at the polls in
each district; this year the new law re¬

duces the number to eight. Four inspec¬
tors will act as registers on the four days
of registration, and on the day of election
they will act as inspectors of election and
also as canvassers of the vote. Their
duties therefore will be threefold, viz.,
register, inspector and canvasser.

"Another important feature will be the
repeal of that portion of the previous law
which permitted an 'oral count.' Under
the old law any official or watcher was

permitted to call for an oral count, and
thereby unnecessarily obstruct the work of
the canvassers. That portion of the law
has been repealed. Also the> 'personal de¬
scription* on the days of registration. The
previous law required that the height,
weight, color of hair, visible marks on face,
peculiarities of voice or distinct deformi¬
ties of any kind be enumerated In the reg¬
istry lists. That feature of the law had a

tendency to perhaps cause numbers of peo¬
ple to refrain from being registered, and
the operation of the law was found to be
practically useless, since the returns showed
that the registers had been unable, except
In a very few Instances, to accurately de¬
scribe persons who applied for registration.
"The bill also provides that the polls

be open from 6:30 to 5 all over the State,
Instead of from sunrise to sunset as here¬
tofore."
From present Indications It appears that

the bill, as it stands now, will go through
with flying colors. Senator Raines has
complimented the Brooklyn Board most

highly for its energy in searching out and
endeavoring to correct the imperfect and
obnoxious features of the old law.

MILK INSTEAD OF COAL.

The Straus Yards for the Latter Close and

Depots for the Former Open.
The coolyards maintained by Mr. Nathan

Straus have just been closed at the end
of the fourth season of this practical char¬
ity. That they are Still appreciated by
persons whose means compel them to buy
thedr coal by the scuttleful at a time, is
shown by the fact that more than 14,000,-
000 pounds were distributed in this way at

the rote of thirty pounds for five cents.
In addition to this a large quantify was

given away to the needy on gratuitous
orders, distributed for Mr. Straus by the
managers of the reoognjzed charitable agen¬
cies.
On the first of May the branch depots

for the distribution of sterilized milk will
be opened for their fourth season. The
main depot, at No. 151 Avenue C, has
been in operation all Winter, and an aver¬
age of 1,000 booties of sterilized milk a dq|r
has been distributed from there at the
nominal price of one cent a bottle, or on
gratuitous orders.

Disappeared with Union Funds.
Charles A. Merer, thirty-two years old,

of No. 144 Lew's avenue, Brooklyn, wag

arraigned in the Centre Street Police Court
yesterday, charged with absconding with
the funds of locr union No. 102 of the Tin
and Sheet Iron ternational Association.
Meyer was trea of the union, and had
to collect the r '^les from the mem¬
bers. In Janr ^ted $43 and dis¬
appeared. H $1,000 bail foi
examination.

PACKER GIRLS IN A PLAY.

Seniors of the Institute Entertain Their
Friends in the

Chapel.
The young ladies of the Packer Collegiate

Institute are among the loveliest girls in
Brooklyn, and the members of the dramat¬
ic association are the very flower of Packer.
As many of their ailectionate mammas

and papas and sisters and brothers and
other girls' brothers as could squeeze into
the quaint little chapel of the institute
formed the appreciative audience on Satur¬
day night. They listened and looked and
laughed with all their hearts to "The
Ladles' Battle," a very light comedy in
three acts by Scribe and Legouve.
The girls fought the battle and fought it

well.at any rate, to the complete satisfac¬
tion of the mammas, papas, et al.
It was a very pretty scene.the smiling,

chatting, neighborly audience, the sweet
girl ushers, he-aded by Miss Minna Betor,
who attended to the middle alsJe with
graceful dignity and wonderful coolness.
Bach of the ushers wore on her gown a

cluster of yellow daffodils, the emblem of
the class o '96.
At just 8:15 the curtain opened slowly

and revealed the president of the D'ramatic
Association, Miss Maud Wilson, tall and
queenly in her Ma-ck and blue gown, deco¬
rated with tile happily chosen badge of
daffodils. Briefly and prettily she wel¬
comed the guests of '9G in verse, and prom-
ASe i {Iat tbe ®irls would do their best.
And they did.
None was distinctly bad, and three of the

cast were unusually good. It would be
hard to improve upon the Henri de Flavig-
?eul °* Mlss Ethel Paftord. Henri is the
hero of The Ladies' Battle," and it is for
his love and to prevent his arrest as a polit¬
ical offender that the ladies, Countess
u Antreval and her niece, Leonle de la
v lllegoutier, wage war. In bearing, in
speech and in action, Miss Pafford was the
Ideal Iienri de Flavigneul. She was a
handsome, graceful, dark-eyed youth, with
her own chestnut tresses well concealed
beneath the powdered wig of the servant
of Prance. Her long frock coat concealed
her gymnasium suit, which she wore be¬
neath it, and touched the tops of as dainty
a little pair of riding boots as one could
wish to admire. Her serious shadow of a
smile was most attractive, as was hor own
natural lisp, which she could not disguise.
Secpnd honors were divided between Miss

Ethel Webster and Miss Grace Muns. Miss
Webster is the class president and will de¬
liver the valedictory in June. She was a
beautiful, gracious, self-sacriflclng Countess
d'Autreval, in Empire gown of Nile green
silk and white. Her fair, blond beauty
and her own evident force of character
helped the part. She has a pleasant voice
and a fine carriage.
Miss Muns, as the abnormal De Grignon,

succeeded in being funny. Her little red
wig and foppish little suit of gray, with Its
lace trimmings, assisted her work as a
comedienne. Her face la very expressive,
and, best of all, she isn't a bit afraid.
Miss Helen Henermann as Levlne, the

ingenue sweetheart, should have had an
easier part.
Miss Adele Walter, with serious mien and

eyeglasses, was a good Baron de Mont-
richnrd, in gray wig and whiskers, and pon¬
derous military coat and sword.
Miss Elsie McCartee and Miss Bates had

MtKe to do as the two fuany dragoons, but
they did that little well.
Miss Bessie Thompson, was a pretty and

demure little servant, with nothing to say.

BLEW UP WITH A CRASH.

Terrific Explosion Hurls Two Manhole Cov¬
ers into the Air and Causes Great

Excitement.

A few minutes after 2 o'clock yesterday
afternoon two manholes over the subways
of the New York & New Jersey Telephone
Company, at Manhattan and Greenpolnt
avenues, Greenpolnt, blew up with a loud
report. The concussion was so great that It
shook several of the buildings In the imme¬
diate neighborhood.
The manholes are on opposite sides of

Manhattan avenue. On one corner Is the
Greenpoint Avenue Station House. Six
lines of cars also pass the corner, turning
from Manhattan avenue into Greenpolnt
avenue. The street was torn up on both
sides for ten feet.
A Calvary Cemetery car had Just passed

the manholes when the explosion occurred,
and the passengers became so frightened by
the report and concussion tkat many jumped
from the platform. Fortunately, the motor-
man had brought the car to a standstill or
several of the passengers would have been
hurt.
John Rafferty, thirty-one years old, of No.

282 Seventh avenue. New York, who was
passing the corner at the time, was struck
on the back of the head with one of the fly¬
ing stones. He was not seriously hurt.
The damage is reported to be $150. LaBt

November a similar explosion occurred at
the same place, but no serious damage was
done.

WILL PRODUCE A NEW OPERA.

'.The Buccaneer" to Be Presented for the
First Time on Any Stag® This Week.

Although nearlng the fag end of the sea-

sop, Brooklyn's amateur theatrical organ¬
izations have been busy, and this week will
see a new comic operetta by Guy Wetmore
Caryl.
"The Buccaneer" will be given for the

benefit of the Brooklyn Home for Aged
Men on Saturday, April 18, at the Acad¬
emy of Music. The cast will be made up
of Columbia College students, and already
a large number of seats have been dis¬
posed of.
"The Buccaneer" Is said to be very clev¬

erly written and replete with catchy and
tuneful music. Some of Brooklyn's best-
known society people have given thfe af¬
fair their personal attention, and it prom¬
ises to be one of the Jolliest social events
of the season. Among the well-known pa¬
trons who are on the Reception Commit¬
tee are the following: Thomas S. Dike,
'87; Duncan Edwards, '88; Dr. William B.
Brlnsmade, '92; Oliver S. Campbell, '92;
Grant Notman, '88; Walter A. Dodsworth,
'88, and George W. Geddings, '92.
Prank Johnson, of the Gilbert Dramatic

Society, has written a play which will be
called "The Expressman," and which will
be produced for the first time on any stage
at the Academy of Music on Saturday
evening, May 9. The cast will Include Min¬
nie Frederick, Grace Baker, Mattle Boeum,
David Jacobs, J. Edward Quinn, Harry
Gannon, Charles T. Catlln, Samuel Baker
and J. G. Hepworth.
The Misses Parkhurst will be tendered a

benefit at the Criterion in the early part
of May. The play and cast have not as
yet been decided upon.
The last performance of the Amarauth

will be given at the Academy of Music
next Wednesday evening. The one-act
play "Gringoire" and "My Lord in Liv¬
ery" will be produced. Percy G. Williams
will officiate as master of ceremonies.
Among others In the cast will be Colonel
John Oakley and Major R. W. Buttle, the
two surviving charter members of the
Amanranth Society.

Injured by a Failing: Brick.
Frederick Grote, eight years old, left his

home, No. 128 Rochester avenue, Brooklyn,
Saturday afternoon, and played up and
down the sidewalk. While running past a
house at Rochester avenue and Dean street
he was gtruck on the head with a brick and
fell senseless to the sidewalk, the blood
streaming from his head. Ambulance Sur¬
geon Keenan, of St. Mary's Hospital, found
that the lad had escaped with a scalp
wound, which wine dressed and the Injured
boy removed to Bis home. It is believed
that the brick dropped from a chimney ol
the house.

Bnrgrlar Takes Wnteh and Spoona,
A burglar broke Into John C. Sherer't

resldenoe, No. 309 Washington avenue,
Brooklyn. Saturday, while the family wen
absent. A valuable liady's gold watch an<3
a large collection of silver souvenir spoonj
which he had purchased in various Ameri
can cities and summer resorts were stolen,

OFFICER MFEH'S
DESPERATE PLIGHT,

Thrilling Battle with a Burly
Rough Who Is in an Intoxi¬

cated Condition.

Blow from a Stone Hurled by a
Powerful Hand Renders His

Right Arm Useless.

HELP COMES TO HIM JUST IN TIME.

Nearly Beaten Into Insensibility Before a

Brother Officer Reaches the Scene
and Assists in Subduing the

Rough and His Friends.

Policeman Meehan, of the Bedford Aven¬
ue Station, narrowly escaped being mur¬
dered at 1 o'clock yesterday morning. The
street was lonely and very quiet. Meehan
heard as he turned the corner of Union
avenue from North Fourth street the sound
of unsteady footsteps. He drew back Into
the shadow of the corner house and lis¬
tened.
The footsteps grew louder, and finally

James Murphy staggered into the glare of
the electric light. Murphy is a burly roujjh
who lives at No. 11 Frost street. He v'aa
very drunk and Meehan saw that he had
something in his right hand. At the same
instant the glint of the light on the police¬
man's shield caught Murphy's glance, and
he stopped and mumbled out some inco¬
herent abuse.
"Get home out of here!" said Meehan.

The remark infuriated Murphy, who raised
his right hand threateningly. The police¬
man saw that it clutched a big cobble¬
stone.

''If you come near me I'll knock your
brains out!" shouted the rough. Meehan
sprang at him, and he hurled the stone.
The missile, propelled by an arm more
than ordinarily muscular, struck the police¬
man on the right shoulder. So powerful
was the blow that Meehan staggered and
fell, his arm limp and useless at his side.
With a cry of drunken triumph, Murphy

sprang upon the prostrate officer. As he
approached him, he drew a knife, and the
policeman saw the light gleaming on the
blade. Murphy struck at him twice, but
his aim was unsteady, and the knife failed
to do any damage. Before he could strike
again Meehan was on his feet. He met the
drunkard's wild thrust with a blow from
his club, which he wielded with his left
hand. The knife flew Into the street, and
Murphy closed with the policeman.
The latter's right arm was still numb,

and with his left he tried vainly to de¬
fend himself. The two men struggled back¬
ward and forward upon the sidewalk until
they fell to the ground, the policeman un¬
derneath.
Murphy pinned Meehan's arms to tha

pavement with his knees, and rained sav¬

age blows upon his face. The helpless po¬
liceman called loudly for aid, and Police¬
man Golden, of the Herbert Street Sta¬
tion, responded. Soon his stick waa beat-
ing a tattoo on Murphy's head.
The rough sprang to his feet and turned

on his new foe. Two men who had hurried
down the street came to his assistance.
They were speedily vanquished, however,
and the whole party was taken to the police
station.
Murphy's friends said they were Thomas

Gailland, of North Seventh street and Bed-|
ford avenue, and Joseph Guck, of No. 255
North Eighth street. The party was ar¬

raigned before Justice Goettlng in the Lee
Avenue Police Court, on a charge of as¬
saulting a policeman, and held for trial.

KRAUS SAW THE CRIME.
But Was Unable to Assist Michael Muller,

Who Was Beaten and Robbed
by Highwaymen.

Michael Muller, a bricklayer, living at
No. 131 Dupont street, Greenpoint, while
returning to his home shortly after mid¬
night Saturday was held up by two high¬
waymen, at Oakland and Clay streets, who
robbed him of $18.
The robbery was witnessed by Edward

Kraus, a night watchman at Cooper's pot¬
tery works, and living at No. 417 Oakland
street. Before Kraus could summon help
the highwaymen had robbed their victim,
beat him almost into insensibility and es¬

caped.
A handkerchief had been stuffed into Mul-

ler's mouth, to prevent an outcry.
Watchman Kraus ran to where Muller

was lying, and helped him to his feet.
When Policeman Kreus, of the Greenpoint
Avenue Station, reached the scene he took
Muller to the station house, where It was

found he was bleeding from a cut on the
forehead, which was dressed by an ambu¬
lance surgeon. Muller gave the police a

description of his assailants, as did Watch¬
man Kraus.
Detective Behlen was put on the case. He

arrested Matthew Tlerney, twenty-six years
old, of No. 3 Vernon avenue, Long Island
City, and William Frazer, twenty-seven
years old, of No. 65 Freeman street, Green¬

point. The prisoners, who are old of¬

fenders, were identified by both Muller and
the watchman as the assailants, but they
disclaimed all knowledge of the robbery.'
Only 25 cents was found upon them.
The clothing of both men was covered

with dust, showing that they had been la

an encounter. They will be arraigned la

the Ewen Street Police Court to-day.

FIRE STARTLED BOARDERS.
Albert Kelly Injured While Removing Furn

iture from a Burning Brooklyn
Boarding House.

A hot blaze made things exceedingly live¬

ly for the boarders of Henry Thompson,
who owns the four-story brown stone house

at No. 320 State street, yesterday evening.
Most of the boarders were at supper In

the basement when the fire started In the
second story. One of the servants fauna
the furniture in flames and rushed down¬
stairs screaming, "Fire!" with all the

vigor of her powerful lungs. Knives ana

forks were dropped instantly and there was

a rush for the street.
By this time the fire was having its own

way in the upper part of the house. Soaiio
of the boarders turned in a fire alarm, und
others, with a neighbor or two, tried to
save the furniture. Albert Kelly, twenty-
eight years old, of No. 264 Atlantic avenue,
had his face and hunds badly burned. His
wounds were dressed by an ambulance
surgeon from the Long Island College Hos-

Pi'i*'e firemen extinguished the flames, after
they had caused a loss of $1,500 on the
building and $1,000 on furniture.

Stabbed James Meehan and Fled.
During a quarrel yesterday morning be¬

tween James Meehan, of No. 314 Eckford
street, and Patrick Harrity, of No. 179
Java street, Greenpoint, Meehan received
a painful stab wound in the back. He was
taken home, where his wound was dressed, j
Harrity eacaced.


